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ELIGIBILITY            
       
What situations are eligible to submit a Rapid Response Fund proposal? 
 
Proposal eligibility is considered against the following criteria: 

 Predictability: Address an immediate/emergency need facing animals (wild or domestic) or 
habitat that cannot be deferred to the annual review process 
 

 Urgency: We define "emergency" as an unforeseen circumstance.  How predictable was/is the 
threat?  Has the threat significantly increased in severity in recent days/weeks? 
 

 Reversibility: Is the conservation impact of the threat reversible?  Will the impact be very 
difficult / impossible to reverse if not tackled within days/weeks? 
 

 Probability of Success: Have a high probability of immediate positive impact and demonstrate 
the proposed solution will be successful in the current situation 

 
PROPOSAL CRITERIA            
 
What criteria are used to evaluate a Rapid Response Fund proposal? 
 
A successful application will include the following components: 

 Clearly explain negative results if funding is not provided 
 

 Propose a clear and efficient budget 
 

 Contribute to the protection of animals and/or the conservation of endangered or threatened 
species in the wild and/or their habitats 
 

 Engage local partners to help accomplish the work 
 

 Be conducted or supported by a credible US 501 (c)(3) organization 
 
APPLICATIONS AND TIMELINE           
 
To receive an invitation to apply for emergency funding, please send an email inquiry to 
Corp.Conservation@Disney.com briefly describing the emergency situation.   Upon approval by the 
DWCF team, details will be provided to submit a full proposal. 
 
Once a proposal is submitted, the DWCF team will respond within two weeks to advise whether the 
request will be funded. 

 
What do I do if I submitted my application prematurely? 

If you feel you have submitted your DWCF application in error, please contact the DWCF team at 
Corp.Conservation@Disney.com to change the status of your application.  
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Can I submit my own W-9 form? 
No, for tax purposes it is required that organizations complete the W-9 form provided in DWCF’s 
online application system.  
 
NOTE: In “Part I: Tax Status,” please enter organization information in the bottom-most section 
titled “Other (Non Profit, Schools, Government, etc.).”  Please be sure to sign the form before 
submitting. 

 
How much information can I submit in my application? 

Please abide by the character maximums listed under each field. Reviewers prefer your information 
be as clear and concise as possible. 
 
 

GRANT AMOUNTS            
 
Grants are generally no greater $5,000, but may be larger depending on the scale of the emergency 
and response. 
 

 
FUNDING            

 
If I am funded, when are reports due? 

A final report for each project is required six months from receipt of funds.  New applications from 
the same organization will not be considered if reports from funded projects in prior years have not 
been received. The final report deadline is somewhat flexible with circumstances. Please contact 
Corp.Conservation@Disney.com for information on submission or an extension. 
 

If I’m not funded, will you reconsider later? 
Applications are not re-visited after the review is completed.  

 
Can I obtain feedback on my proposal? 

You are welcome to contact us to discuss the overall review of your submission following 
notification of your proposal’s status.  Please contact us within three months of being notified 
about your submission. 

 
CONTACT            

 
Who is my contact? 
 

Claire Martin 
Corporate Citizenship- Conservation Programs 
P.O. Box 10000  
Lake Buena Vista, Fl 32830 
Phone: 407.560.4462 or Fax: 407.560.4558 
E-mail: Corp.Conservation@Disney.com 
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